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stabilizing and increasing their prestige than old-established
dynasties. Napoleon said in 1812 to the Austrian ambassador
Prince Schwarzenberg, who offered mediation, that he would
never accept a humiliating peace as it would overthrow him.
He was a usurper and dependent on public opinion. The
French had a lively imagination, they liked glory and excite-
ment, and were of a nervous temper. The real cause of the
overthrow of the Bourbons by the French Revolution was the
defeat of Rossbach.1 The unpopularity of the Stuarts which
led to the English Revolution was partly due to the peaceable
policy of James I and the military reverses of Charles I. The
downfall of Louis Philippe in 1848 was largely caused by the
discontent of the Left with the peace-policy of the government.
Bismarck says in his memoirs 2 that among European peoples
on the whole those kings were the most popular and .beloved
who had been the most warlike, for instance, Charles XII of
Sweden, Louis XIV and Napoleon. There is no example, he
says, in the history of European peoples, that sincere and con-
scientious attention to their peaceful welfare had ever satisfied
their emotions as much as the glory of war, victorious battles
and the conquest of foreign territories.
The spirit of the aristocratic warrior-class has in the course
of time undergone great changes, and in countries like Britain
or France it has been assimilated to the general mentality. More
or less this has also been the case as regards the professional
soldiers and the view of many pacifists that aggressiveness is
inherent in every army and navy and that, therefore, all nations
which have not disarmed are equally militaristic cannot be taken
seriously. A soldier is naturally disposed to look on politics
from a military point of view which easily leads to militarism ;
but it is obvious that in countries like Britain and France the
counterforces in public opinion for a long time have been so
povrerful that even the mentality of many soldiers has been deeply
affected by them. Even in Germany the warlike traditions of
the Prussian Junkers were not at all shared by the whole aris-
tocracy. The huge collections of diplomatic correspondence on
the origins of the last Great War show that the great majority
of aristocratic diplomatists were sincere friends of peace who did
their best to prevent war. This holds good even for the leading
representatives of Germany in Britain such as Hatzfeld, Eckard-
stein, Wolf-Metternich, and Lichnowsky.
1 Ct Joha Holland Rose, Napoleon I, vol. ii, chap. 33.
* Bismarck, Gedankfn imd Erumcnmgen, iii, 1919, p. 123.